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FAIR SENTENCING AND FAIR CHANCES CAMPAIGN

The campaign supports fair sentencing, fair and appropriate use of incarceration 
and fair opportunities when returning home.

FAIR SENTENCING: /HW�WKH�SXQLVKPHQW�ȴW�WKH�FULPH�FRPPLWWHG�

7KH�8�6��KDV�ȴYH�SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�ZRUOGȇV�SRSXODWLRQ��EXW����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�ZRUOGȇV�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ��VLQFH�
������WKH�IHGHUDO�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�KDV�LQFUHDVHG�E\�DOPRVW�WHQIROG��DQG�WKH�VWDWH�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�KDV�
TXDGUXSOHG�

$PHULFDQ�WD[SD\HUV�VSHQG�����ELOOLRQ�HDFK�\HDU�IRU�MDLOV�DQG�SULVRQV�WR�NHHS�WKLV�EORDWHG�DQG�
LQHɝFLHQW�V\VWHP�DȵRDW�
  
&XUUHQWO\��URXJKO\�����PLOOLRQ�$PHULFDQ�DGXOWV�DUH�LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQ�SULVRQV�QDWLRQZLGH��$W�WKH�ORFDO�OHYHO��
MDLOV�SURFHVV�QHDUO\����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�SHU�\HDU��DQG�KDYH�D�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�LPSDFW�RQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�RI�
FRORU��7KDW�PHDQV�PRUH�WKDQ���LQ�����DGXOWV�LV�QRZ�EHKLQG�EDUV�LQ�$PHULFD��E\�IDU�WKH�KLJKHVW�UDWH�RI�
DQ\�QDWLRQ���%DVHG�RQ�PRVW�UHFHQW�VWDWLVWLFV��QHDUO\�KDOI�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�EHKLQG�EDUV�LQ�VWDWH�SULVRQV�
LV�VHUYLQJ�WLPH�IRU�QRQ�YLROHQW�R΍HQVHV��

ΖQ�D������VWXG\��WKH�1DWLRQDO�$FDGHP\�RI�6FLHQFHV�Ȃ�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW��QRQSDUWLVDQ�UHVHDUFK�ERG\�
Ȃ�IRXQG�WKDW�PDQGDWRU\�PLQLPXP�VHQWHQFHV�ZHQW�WRR�IDU��FRQFOXGLQJ��Ȋ7KH�LQFUHPHQWDO�GHWHUUHQW�
H΍HFW�RI�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�OHQJWK\�SULVRQ�VHQWHQFHV�LV�PRGHVW�DW�EHVW��%HFDXVH�UHFLGLYLVP�UDWHV�GHFOLQH�
PDUNHGO\�ZLWK�DJH��OHQJWK\�SULVRQ�VHQWHQFHV��XQOHVV�WKH\�VSHFLȴFDOO\�WDUJHW�YHU\�KLJK�UDWH�RU�
H[WUHPHO\�GDQJHURXV�R΍HQGHUV��DUH�DQ�LQHɝFLHQW�DSSURDFK�ȋ

:LWKRXW�MHRSDUGL]LQJ�SXEOLF�VDIHW\��UHGXFHG�SULVRQ�VHQWHQFHV�IRU�GUXJ�R΍HQVHV�FDQ�DFKLHYH�FRVW�VDYLQJV��
:H�QHHG�WR�VLJQLȴFDQWO\�DQG�XUJHQWO\�UHGXFH�WKH�XVH�RI�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��&XUUHQW�FRVWV�DUH�XQVXVWDLQDEOH�
DW�ERWK�WKH�IHGHUDO�DQG�VWDWH�OHYHO��ΖQ�WKH�IHGHUDO�V\VWHP�ȃ�ZKHUH�GUXJ�R΍HQGHUV�PDNH�XS�KDOI�WKH�
SRSXODWLRQ�ȃ�FRVWV�KDYH�QHDUO\�GRXEOHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�WZR�GHFDGHV��7KH�FXUUHQW�IHGHUDO�SULVRQ�EXG�
JHW�LV�FORVH�WR����ELOOLRQ��HFOLSVLQJ�RWKHU�EXGJHW�SULRULWLHV��6WDWH�FRUUHFWLRQV�EXGJHWV�KDYH�JURZQ�E\�
����SHUFHQW�VLQFH������

ΖQ�7H[DV��IRU�H[DPSOH��IXQGLQJ�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�KDYH�DOORZHG�WKH�VWDWH�WR�SURGXFH�RYHU�
���ELOOLRQ�LQ�VDYLQJV�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�FORVXUH�RI�WKUHH�SULVRQV��DOO�ZKLOH�NHHSLQJ�
FULPH�DW�WKH�ORZHVW�UDWH�VLQFH������

'DWD�DQG�UHVHDUFK�KDYH�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�QRW�RQO\�SURGXFH�FRVW�VDYLQJV��
EXW�DOVR�SHUPLW�FRUUHFWLRQDO�DJHQFLHV�WR�IRFXV�VFDUFH�UHVRXUFHV�RQ�WKH�PRVW�VHULRXV�R΍HQGHUV��
ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�D�IDU�JUHDWHU�SXEOLF�VDIHW\�EHQHȴW�IRU�HDFK�GROODU�VSHQW�RQ�WKRVH�W\SHV�RI�R΍HQGHUV�

2XU�QDWLRQ�PXVW�HQG�LWV�V\VWHPLF�SUREOHPV�RI�RYHU�FULPLQDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�RYHU�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��ZKLFK�
KDYH�D�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�LPSDFW�RQ�ORZ�LQFRPH�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�RI�FRORU��
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Federal Goals

Fair Sentencing

5HGXFH�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�IHGHUDO�PDQGDWRU\�PLQLPXP�VHQWHQFHV�IRU�QRQ�YLROHQW�R΍HQVHV�VR�WKDW�WKH�
SXQLVKPHQW�ȴWV�WKH�FULPH��ZLWK�WKH�JRDO�RI�FXWWLQJ�FRVWV��UHGXFLQJ�UHFLGLYLVP��DQG�VDIHO\�UHGXFLQJ�
WKH�IHGHUDO�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ�

([SDQG�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�IHGHUDO�ȊVDIHW\�YDOYH�ȋ�ZKLFK�DSSOLHV�WR�SHRSOH�ZKR�FRPPLW�GUXJ�R΍HQVHV��DQG�
JLYH�MXGJHV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�LPSRVH�D�VHQWHQFH�LQIRUPHG�E\�VSHFLȴF�IDFWXDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�

([SDQG�WKH�XVH�RI�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��VXFK�DV�FRPPXQLW\�VXSHUYLVLRQ�DQG�UHVLGHQWLDO�
UH�HQWU\�FHQWHUV��ERWK�SUH�WULDO�DQG�SRVW�VHQWHQFLQJ�

6XSSRUW�SROLFLHV�DOORZLQJ�IHGHUDO�SULVRQHUV�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�FRXUW�WR�VHHN�IDLUHU�VHQWHQFHV�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�
WKH�)DLU�6HQWHQFLQJ�$FW��XQDQLPRXVO\�SDVVHG�LQ�������ZKLFK�UHGXFHG�WKH�GLVSDULW\�EHWZHHQ�FUDFN�
DQG�SRZGHU�FRFDLQH�VHQWHQFHV�

5HGXFH�OLIH�ZLWKRXW�SDUROH�VHQWHQFHV�

&RQVROLGDWH�FULPHV�LQWR�D�XQLȴHG�FULPLQDO�FRGH�WR�HOLPLQDWH�UHGXQGDQF\�DQG�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�
FULPLQDO�FRGH�LV�UHOHYDQW�

$GGUHVV�WKH�RYHU�FULPLQDOL]DWLRQ�RI�IHGHUDO�VWDWXWHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�E\�UHVWRULQJ�WKH�FRPPRQ�
ODZ�PHQV�UHD�UHTXLUHPHQW�WR�HQVXUH�QR�RQH�FDQ�EH�FULPLQDOO\�SXQLVKHG�IRU�DQ�DFW�WKDW�KDG�QR�
FULPLQDO�LQWHQW�

Fair and appropriate use of incarceration

([SDQG�DFFHVV�WR�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FDUH��H΍HFWLYH�VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH�WUHDWPHQW��HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�MRE�
WUDLQLQJ�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�IRU�IRUPHUO\�LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQGLYLGXDOV��ZKLFK�H[SDQVLRQ�FDQ�EH�
SDLG�IRU�ZLWK�WKH�FRVW�VDYLQJV�JHQHUDWHG�E\�VHQWHQFLQJ�UHIRUPV��LQFOXGLQJ�UHGXFWLRQV�LQ�PDQGDWRU\�
PLQLPXPV����

([WHQG�SURJUDPV�WKDW�DOORZ�PRUH�LQPDWHV�WR�UHGXFH�WKHLU�VHQWHQFHV�WKURXJK�FUHGLW�IRU�JRRG�
EHKDYLRU�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�LQWHQVLYH�UHFLGLYLVP�UHGXFWLRQ�SURJUDPV�GHVLJQHG�WR�UHKDELOLWDWH�
LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�HQVXUH�VXFFHVV�DIWHU�UHOHDVH�
 
([SDQG�WKH�XVH�RI�HDUO\�UHOHDVH�SURJUDPV��L�H���FRPSDVVLRQDWH�UHOHDVH�RU�JRRG�WLPH�FUHGLWV��ZKHUH�
DSSURSULDWH��VXFK�DV�IRU�HOGHUO\�DQG�WHUPLQDOO\�LOO�LQPDWHV�

6XSSRUW�JUHDWHU�WUDQVSDUHQF\�DQG�EHWWHU�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�RQ�SULVRQ�SURJUDPPLQJ�
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State Goals

Fair sentencing

5HIRUP�VWDWH�VHQWHQFLQJ�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�PDQGDWRU\�PLQLPXPV�DQG�H[SDQG�H΍HFWLYH�FRUUHFWLRQDO�
DOWHUQDWLYHV�ZLWK�WKH�JRDO�RI�FXWWLQJ�FRVWV��UHGXFLQJ�UHFLGLYLVP��VDIHO\�UHGXFLQJ�MDLO�DQG�SULVRQ�
SRSXODWLRQV��DQG�UHVHUYLQJ�WKH�EHGV�IRU�WKH�PRVW�YLROHQW��FKURQLF��DQG�FDUHHU�R΍HQGHUV�

&RQVROLGDWH�VWDWH�FULPHV�LQWR�D�XQLȴHG�FULPLQDO�FRGH�WR�HOLPLQDWH�UHGXQGDQF\�DQG�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�
FULPLQDO�FRGH�LV�UHOHYDQW�

5HGXFH�WKH�UDWHV�RI�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�UHVXOWLQJ�IURP�IDLOXUH�WR�SD\�ȴQHV�DQG�IHHV��DQG�OLPLW�WKH�XVH�RI�
MDLO�RU�SULVRQ�IRU�WHFKQLFDO�YLRODWLRQV�RI�SUREDWLRQ�RU�SDUROH�

5HGXFH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�V\VWHP�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHGXFH�MDLO�DQG�SULVRQ�RYHUFURZGLQJ��ZKLFK�
MHRSDUGL]HV�WKH�VDIHW\�RI�LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�VWD΍�

5HGXFH�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�UDWHV�DPRQJ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH��LQFOXGLQJ�DGGUHVVLQJ�VFKRRO�GLVFLSOLQH�SUDFWLFHV�
DQG�WKH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�XVH�RI�SXQLWLYH�SROLFLHV��

6XSSRUW�UHYLHZ�DQG�UHIRUP�RI�VWDWH�ODZV�RQ�SHWW\�FULPHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�WKDW�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�
D΍HFW�ORZ�LQFRPH�FRPPXQLWLHV�

3URPRWH�SROLFLHV�WKDW�UHGXFH�SUHWULDO�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�

Fair and appropriate use of incarceration

([SDQG�H΍HFWLYH�VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH�WUHDWPHQW�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�MDLO�DV�ZHOO�DV�IDPLO\�EDVHG�VXEVWDQFH�
DEXVH�WUHDWPHQW�RSWLRQV��PHQWRULQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��DQG�UHHQWU\�FRXUWV�SURYHQ�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�UDWH�
RI�UHDUUHVWV�DQG�UHFRQYLFWLRQV�

6XSSRUW�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�RI�LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQGLYLGXDOV��DQG��ZKHQ�DSSURSULDWH��KHOS�WR�
HVWDEOLVK��UH�HVWDEOLVK��H[SDQG��DQG�VWUHQJWKHQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�
WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�

([SDQG�DFFHVV�WR�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�FDUH�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�SULVRQ�RU�MDLO�DQG�IRU�IRUPHUO\�LQFDUFHUDWHG�
LQGLYLGXDOV��DQG�DFFHVV�WR�VWDEOH�KRXVLQJ�XSRQ�UHHQWU\�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

(QFRXUDJH�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�RQH�VWRS�MRE�FHQWHUV�IRU�HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�VHUYLFHV�

6XSSRUW�PHDQLQJIXO�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV�DQG�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

([SDQG�DFFHVV�WR�HGXFDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�MRE�WUDLQLQJ�IRU�SHRSOH�LQ�SULVRQ�DQG�IRU�
IRUPHUO\�LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQGLYLGXDOV��ZKLFK�H[SDQVLRQ�FDQ�EH�SDLG�IRU�ZLWK�WKH�FRVW�VDYLQJV�JHQHUDWHG�
E\�VHQWHQFLQJ�UHIRUPV����

ΖQ�VWDWHV�ZKHUH�QHZ�FKLOG�VXSSRUW�SD\PHQWV�DFFUXH�EDVHG�RQ�FXUUHQW�LQFRPH��LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�
VKRXOG�EH�D�SHUPLVVLEOH�JURXQG�IRU�WROOLQJ�FKLOG�VXSSRUW�SD\PHQWV��
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FAIR CHANCES: $GGUHVVLQJ�WKH�OLIHORQJ�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�D�FULPLQDO�UHFRUG�

2QH�LQ�WKUHH�$PHULFDQ�DGXOWV�Ȃ�DV�PDQ\�DV�����PLOOLRQ�Ȃ�KDV�D�FULPLQDO�UHFRUG��)XUWKHU������PLOOLRQ�FKLOGUHQ�
LQ�$PHULFD�KDYH�D�SDUHQW�EHKLQG�EDUV�

(GXFDWH�DQG�LQIRUP�WKH�SXEOLF�DQG�SROLF\PDNHUV�RQ�WKH�FULWLFDO�QHHG�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�FROODWHUDO�
FRQVHTXHQFHV�KDYH�RQ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�UHFRUGV��H[SDQG�HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�SHRSOH�
ZLWK�UHFRUGV��DQG�VHDO�UHFRUGV�ZKHQ�DSSURSULDWH�WR�HQFRXUDJH�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�DQG�UHIRUPDWLRQ��

:RUN�WR�EUHDN�GRZQ�WKH�EDUULHUV�IDFHG�E\�WKRVH�UHWXUQLQJ�KRPH�DIWHU�GHWHQWLRQ�RU�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�VR�WKDW�
WKH\�PD\�EHFRPH�SURGXFWLYH�FLWL]HQV���6XSSRUW�IHGHUDO��VWDWH��DQG�YROXQWDU\�SULYDWH�EXVLQHVV�H΍RUWV�WR�
ȊEDQ�WKH�ER[ȋ�WR�SUHYHQW�DXWRPDWLF�RU�FDWHJRULFDO�GLVTXDOLȴFDWLRQ�IRU�D�MRE�EDVHG�RQ�D�SHUVRQȇV�UHFRUG��

Federal Goals

$GGUHVV�FHUWDLQ�VWDWXWRU\�EDUULHUV�WR�HGXFDWLRQ��KRXVLQJ��DQG�HPSOR\PHQW�

(QFRXUDJH�H΍RUWV�E\�SXEOLF�DQG�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�HPSOR\HUV�WR�SRVWSRQH�FULPLQDO�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�
XQWLO�WKH�FRQGLWLRQDO�R΍HU�VWDJH�RI�WKH�KLULQJ�SURFHVV��H[FOXGLQJ�ȊVHQVLWLYHȋ�SRVLWLRQV��

6XSSRUW�H΍RUWV�E\�SXEOLF�DQG�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�HPSOR\HUV�WR�LPSOHPHQW�IDLU�KLULQJ�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�
ZLWK�WKH�((2&ȇV�JXLGDQFH�RQ�WKH�XVH�RI�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFNV�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW���

([SDQG�IDLU�FKDQFH�KLULQJ�DW�WKH�IHGHUDO�OHYHO�WR�SHRSOH�ZLWK�FULPLQDO�UHFRUGV�
 
ΖPSURYH�DFFXUDF\�RI�EDFNJURXQG�UHFRUGV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�VROG�WR�SULYDWH�HQWLWLHV�

8WLOL]H�LQGLYLGXDOL]HG�DVVHVVPHQW�WRROV�WR�DOORZ�IDPLO\�UHXQLȴFDWLRQ�WR�UHPRYH�KRXVLQJ�EDUULHUV�IRU�
SHRSOH�ZLWK�UHFRUGV�

(QVXUH�WKDW�LQGLYLGXDOV�H[LW�SULVRQ�RU�MDLO�ZLWK�DSSURSULDWH�IRUPV�RI�LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ�

State Goals

6XSSRUW�VWDWH�DQG�YROXQWDU\�SULYDWH�EXVLQHVV�H΍RUWV�WR�ȊEDQ�WKH�ER[ȋ�WR�SUHYHQW�DXWRPDWLF�RU�
FDWHJRULFDO�GLVTXDOLȴFDWLRQ�IRU�D�MRE�EDVHG�RQ�D�SHUVRQȇV�UHFRUG���

$PSOLI\�WKH�H΍RUWV�RI�WKH����VWDWHV��&DOLIRUQLD��&RORUDGR��&RQQHFWLFXW��'HODZDUH��*HRUJLD�
+DZDLL��ΖOOLQRLV��0DU\ODQG��0DVVDFKXVHWWV��0LQQHVRWD��1HEUDVND��1HZ�-HUVH\��1HZ�0H[LFR��2KLR��
5KRGH�ΖVODQG��9HUPRQW��DQG�9LUJLQLD���ZKLFK�KDYH�SXW�LQWR�SODFH�SROLFLHV�WKDW�UHPRYH�TXHVWLRQV�
DERXW�FULPLQDO�FRQYLFWLRQV�RQ�VWDWH�RU�SXEOLF�HPSOR\HU�MRE�DSSOLFDWLRQV�RU�DW�WKH�LQLWLDO�VWDJH�RI�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�

$OORZ�FHUWDLQ�R΍HQGHUV�WR�REWDLQ�D�FOHDQ�VODWH�WKURXJK�QRQGLVFORVXUH�SURYLVLRQV�WR�VHDO�UHFRUGV��
LVVXDQFH�RI�FHUWLȴFDWHV�RI�UHOLHI��DQG�ZKHQ�DSSURSULDWH��H[SXQJHPHQW�RI�UHFRUGV�DIWHU�D�UHDVRQDEOH�
SHULRG�RI�JRRG�FRQGXFW�DQG�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�

6XSSRUW�VWDWH�DQG�ORFDO�SROLFLHV�WKDW�UHGXFH�EDUULHUV�WR�KRXVLQJ�IRU�SHRSOH�ZLWK�UHFRUGV�


